
 
 
 

CCTitle of Report :  APPOINTMENT OF SUB-COMMITTEES 
 
Report of :  Head of Legal and Democratic Services  
                                                                                        
To :  General Purposes Licensing Committee  
   
Date :  18th May 2006      Item No :    6 

 
 

Purpose of report : To establish Sub-Committees for the 2006/07 Council 
Year to deal with the casework flowing from the Committees’ own 
responsibilities.        
 
Recommendation(s) : The Committee is RECOMMENDED to:- 
 
(a) establish a Hackney Carriages and Private Hire Licensing Sub-

Committee for the Council Year 2006/07, to agree its powers and 
duties (see Annex 1) and to appoint members to it on the basis of 
political balance;  

 
(b) establish a Licensing and Registration Sub-Committee for the Council 

Year 2006/07, to agree its powers and duties (see Annex 2) and to 
appoint members to it on the basis of political balance. 

 
Key decision :   No  
 
Portfolio Holder :  
 
Scrutiny Responsibility :    Not applicable  
 
Ward(s) affected :     All 
 
Report Approved by :    Jeremy Franklin – Legal Services 
 
Policy Framework :  None 
  
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
1. Last year the Committee established two Sub-Committees, a Hackney 
Carriages and Private Hire Licensing Sub-Committee and a Public 
Entertainment and Other Matters Licensing Sub-Committee.  This report is 
recommending the re-establishment of the first Sub-Committee and the 
establishment of a Sub-Committee to deal with licensing matters other than 
public entertainment (the “other matters” referred to in the former Sub-
Committee’s title). 
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HACKNEY CARRIAGES AND PRIVATE HIRE LICENSING 
 
2. The powers and duties of a Hackney Carriages and Private Hire 
Licensing Sub-Committee are set out in Annex 1 to this report.  The powers 
and duties are worded differently to those that applied last year, in the 
interests of simplicity.  The Sub-Committee was not last year responsible for 
setting licence fees.  That responsibility was reserved to this Committee.  The 
Sub-Committee is essentially a body that deals with casework.   
 
3. Last year three members were appointed to the Sub-Committee.  The 
Sub-Committee must be politically balanced.  If three members are appointed 
to serve on it this year, the political balance will need to be one Labour, one        
Liberal Democrat and one Green member.  If the Committee wishes to 
appoint a different number of members, I will report orally on the political 
balance requirement. 
 
4.   The Sub-Committee will meet on the following dates, provided there is 
business to be transacted, and on other dates if there is urgent business to be 
taken that cannot wait until the next ordinary meeting:- 
 

13th July 2006 – 10.00 am 
12th October 2006 – 10.00 am 
11th January 2007 – 10.00 am 

 19th April 2007 – 10.00 am. 
 
OTHER LICENSING MATTERS 
 
5. The principal work of the former Public Entertainment and Other 
Matters Licensing Sub-Committee was to consider applications from premises 
for the provision of public entertainment.  Public entertainment licensing is 
now included in the Licensing Act 2003 and is the responsibility of a statutory 
Council committee, the Licensing Act 2003 Committee.  There remain 
however a number of other licensing functions in separate legislation for 
which district councils are responsible.  They are set out in full in the 
Government’s Functions and Responsibilities Regulations, and include the 
following:- 
 
 Acupuncture, tattooing, ear piercing and electrolysis. 
 Pet shops, zoos, dog breeding and other animal welfare issues. 
 Betting, gaming and lotteries. 
 Food hawkers and game dealers. 
 House to house and street collections. 
 Scrap metal dealers. 
 Sex establishments. 
 Market and street trading. 
 Door supervisors. 
 Registration of food premises. 
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6. Suggested powers and duties for a Licensing and Registration Sub-
Committee are set out in Annex 2 to this report.  The Sub-Committee will 
essentially be a body that deals with casework.  It will not, for example, be 
responsible for setting licence fees.  That responsibility is reserved to this 
Committee. 
 
7. Last year, five members were appointed to the former Sub-Committee.  
The Committee may feel that three members would suffice this year since the 
Committee will no longer be dealing with public entertainment.  The Sub-
Committee must be politically balanced.  If three members are appointed to 
serve on it, the political balance will need to be one Labour, one Liberal 
Democrat and one Green member.  If the Committee decided that five 
members should serve on the Sub-Committee, then the political balance will 
need to be two Labour, two Liberal Democrat and one Green members.  
Officers can report orally if the Committee decides to appoint any other 
number of members to the Sub-Committee. 
 
8. No dates have been fixed for the Sub-Committee.  Its business cannot 
be predicted.  It will meet as and when required.  
 
 
 
Name and contact details of author:- 
 
William Reed 
Democratic Services Manager 
Town Hall  Oxford  OX1 4YS 
Tel:  01865 252230  e-mail:  wreed@oxford.gov.uk
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